ENGLISH 570 WVWC MFA Semester Evaluation Form with Assessment Standards
The Evaluation Narrative submitted to Director can be the same as that submitted to Advisee, at Advisor’s discretion. The narrative should take into account the criteria outlined in the Assessment Standards below.
EVALUATION NARRATIVE (2-4 pages)
Student Name:
Advisor Name:
Semester:
Date Submitted:
Narrative should address:

· Description of project and progress from beginning to end of term
· Strengths and areas for growth in creative work

· Progress in annotations and/or Critical Essay

· Recommendations for the subsequent semester
PACKET LOG (dates received and brief description of packet contents)
FINAL GRADE (Pass/Fail)
ASSESSEMENT STANDARDS
	Creative Writing Evaluation Criteria

	Conventions

Student demonstrates knowledge of and ability to work within the conventions of the literary work.

Student’s writing demonstrates competence in:

--structure and content expectations of the selected genre.

--tone and style of selected genre.

--format expected by industry standards editors/publishers) of selected genre.

	Narrative and/or Poetic Elements

Student demonstrates appropriate use of narrative or poetic elements.

Student’s writing establishes:

--an effective level of emotional and intellectual potency.
--effective narrative or poetic elements:

· Prose: plot, character, setting, point of view, and dialog.

· Poetry: line breaks, rhythm of language, tropes, imagery, and diction.

--an effective theme.

--effective pacing (narration and exposition).



	Formal Characteristics

Student demonstrates formal characteristics appropriate to purpose and audience.

Student’s writing:

--exhibits strength in initial drafts and significant level of revision in subsequent drafts
--establishes effective overall shape and structure to achieve purpose of the writing.

--demonstrates effective rhetorical use of sentence variety, transitions, and tropes.

--establishes effective and conventional mechanics and spelling.

	Innovation

Student demonstrates innovation in form and/or content.

Student’s writing:

--exhibits originality, uniqueness and strength of voice, level of surprise and the thwarting of the reader’s expectations, literary merit and avoidance of any formulaic style (e.g. mass-market genre fiction)
--explores ways to write beyond expected genre conventions and/or narrative elements.

--explores ways to break conventions of mechanics effectively.




	Critical Writing Evaluation Criteria (Annotations/Critical Essay)

	Analytical Projects

Student demonstrates ability to formulate and execute projects in craft analysis, on a small scale in annotations and/or on the larger scale of the Critical Essay.

The analysis:

--privileges discussion of the craft ele​ments of a work over reliance on personal opinions of like/dislike

--demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of the text/s it analyzes.

--demonstrates the ability to select appropriate quotations and analyze them.

--[Critical Essay] has a complex thesis supported with textual evidence.

	Bibliography and Application of Craft Studies 

Student demonstrates firmer grounding in an appropriate array of creative works and the ability to apply theory and/or craft studies in analysis of these works.

The Annotated Bibliography:

--shows a well-rounded selection of creative works, craft, theory, and, for the Critical Essay, criticism.

The analysis:

--[Critical Essay] enters into conversation with criticism and/or theorists.

--[Critical Essay] appropriately analyzes and employs primary and secondary

sources.

--[Critical Essay] demonstrates that the student has selected appropriate

research materials.



	Coherence

Student demonstrates coherence in overall organization and structure.

The analysis:

--flows logically.

--has an appropriate introduction and conclusion and demonstrates coherent relationships between paragraphs.

--[Critical Essay] employs a structure which conforms to standard generic conventions of a critical paper.



	Formal Characteristics

Student demonstrates appropriate use of syntax, grammar, and style.

The analysis:

--uses the syntax that is appropriate to audience and purpose.

--has few sentence-level errors.

--correctly adheres to assigned style guides.




