LOW-RESIDENCY MFA IN CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM

WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE
Final Self-Evaluation & Narrative Transcript

Note: Students who graduate from the WVWC MFA Program receive a two-part transcript: a University Registrar’s Transcript (credit hours, course abbreviations, etc.) attached to a Narrative Transcript. The latter (prepared by the student and finalized during graduation review) officially outlines the unique curricular components of the MFA Program and incorporates student self-reflection and faculty evaluation. The Final Self-Evaluation & Narrative Transcript is a graduation requirement and, upon approval by faculty advisor and program director, is maintained on file with the WVWC Registrar and is attached whenever a Registrar’s Transcript is requested by the graduate.

	Student
	
	Graduation Date
(Month/Year)
	

	Thesis Advisor
	

	Thesis Secondary Reader
	

	Field of Study
	Poetry                                
	
	Fiction
	
	Creative Nonfiction
	
	

	Instructions: Please save this file to your computer then format your transcript elements below, deleting additional instructions and examples provided; prepare this document carefully and thoroughly so that it accurately represents your cumulative work in the program.  Email the file as an attachment to your Advisor and to the Director at the End of Semester Portfolio Due Date.


Goals
Review your application packet’s statement of purpose and your cumulative semester project proposals which evolved to your thesis prospectus; summarize your goals for your tenure in the program. (approx. 150 words)
Products 
Include Thesis title and abstract, Critical Essay description (approx. 50 words), and Graduate Seminar Description. 

Self-Reflection

Having summarized your program goals above, reflect on your pursuit and achievement of those goals, paying particular attention to the thesis semester.  For this exercise, also review your cumulative Residency and Semester Self-Evaluations. (approx. 200-300 words)

Courses 
Include here only the official course descriptions consistent with your genre, stating the number of times you repeated the course and the quantity of credit-hours earned; offer elaboration, as indicated below, on ENGL 520, 530, or 540 (the residency courses which are fulfilled by morning seminars).  
ENGLISH 520. 2 hrs.  Craft and Theory of Fiction.  In this course, various issues of craft and theory in fiction are presented by the fiction faculty, in a format which ranges from lectures to seminars. This course provides an analysis of professional and student work, focusing on a particular issue of craft or theory, including the construction of time-lines, the use of sensory detail, characterization, and narrative structure. Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

ENGLISH 530. 2 hrs.  Craft and Theory of Creative Non-Fiction.  In this course, various issues of craft and theory in creative non-fiction are presented by the non-fiction faculty in a format which ranges from lectures to seminars. The course provides an analysis of professional and student work, focusing on a particular issue of craft or theory, including the role of memory, structure, characterization, point of view, and detailed description.  Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

ENGLISH 540. 2 hrs.  Craft and Theory of Poetry.  In this course, various issues of craft and theory in poetry are presented by the poetry faculty, in a format which ranges from lecture to short-term seminars.  The course provides an analysis of professional and student work, focusing on a particular issue of craft or theory, including traditional verse forms, the use of vernacular speech in poetry, the long poem, the role of place and region in poetry, and the structure of free verse. Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

For ENGL 520, 530, or 540, review the brief descriptions of seminars on your cumulative Residency Self-Evaluations.  Select 10 seminar descriptions to include on this transcript; select the seminars that have been most influential in your program of study (regardless of genre-focus of seminar).  Include this note: Regardless of genre track, all students attend and participate in the seminars and lectures fulfilling English 520/530/540 (choose one); these select seminar descriptions reflect the interdisciplinary nature of this residency course; I have included the seminars most relevant to my program of study.

Follow this note with 10 seminar descriptions from your four (or more) residencies.  Each of these descriptions may incorporate the faculty member’s original description that was provided with residency-preparation materials, but focus on elements you learned from the seminar (approx. 60 words for each description).  Do not include Graduate Seminars, Panels, Workshops, or Readings.

ENGLISH 525. 2 hrs. Fiction Workshop.  This course focuses on student fiction writing, which is read and evaluated by the entire class.  Students expand their writing and critical skills, and strengthen their knowledge of literary standards. Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

ENGLISH 535. 2 hrs. Creative Non-Fiction Workshop. This course focuses on student writing in memoir, autobiography, creative essay, and nature writing.  The work is read and evaluated by the entire class.  Students expand their writing and critical skills, and strengthen their knowledge of literary standards. Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

ENGLISH 545. 2 hrs.  Poetry Workshop. This workshop focuses on student writing in the poetic form, which is read and evaluated by the entire class.  Students expand their writing and critical skills, and strengthen their knowledge of literary standards. Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

ENGLISH 570. 8 hrs. Semester Project in Fiction, Poetry, or Creative Non-Fiction (select your genre).  Students plan their semester projects with their faculty advisor. The project entails twenty-five hours per week of work on the packets of writing exchanged with the advisor. A booklist of 20-25 books relevant to the craft and theory of the chosen genre will be assembled and documented in an annotated bibliography, five packets of writing will be exchanged throughout the semester, and a final portfolio will be submitted at the semester’s end. The faculty advisor may refer the student to other readings in addition to those on the agreed-upon reading list.  Repeated ___ times for a total of ____ hours credit.

 

ENGL 650. 8 hrs. Thesis Manuscript Preparation. The student will complete the Creative Thesis of publishable quality under the supervi​sion of the faculty advisor. For prose writers, both fiction and nonfiction, the manuscript should be 100 pages or more; for poetry writers, the manuscript should be 50 pages or more. 

ENGL 655. 1 hr.  Fifth Residency. The graduating student will return for a final residency, for at least three days, to give a read​ing from the completed Thesis manuscript and to teach a seminar to peers. 

Form available for download at: www.wvwc.edu/academics/gradprograms/MFA/

