LOW-RESIDENCY MFA IN CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM

WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE
Graduate Seminar Proposal

Notes: Each seminar will run 75 minutes—60 minutes for presentation with 15 minutes afterward for question & answer; seminars may be held concurrently in different genres, so you can expect your main audience to be peers in your genre; you are responsible for any handouts—bring 25 copies. Proposals must be approved by Advisor and Director; you will be able to make minor changes, pending Director approval, until May 15 (for summer residency) or Nov 15 (for winter residency.)
NAME: ________________________________
GENRE: ___________________________
SEMINAR TITLE:  _________________________________________________________________
SEMINAR DESCRIPTION (100-150 words):

EXAMPLE DESCRIPTION TO REPLACE WITH YOUR OWN:

(shared by RJ Gibson from his own graduate seminar)
Intimacy Issues:  Some Thoughts on Irony 

Irony’s rhetorical potential goes far beyond merely saying one thing while meaning another.  My interest here is in irony as a rhetorical strategy, not a worldview.  Irony’s promise—and its difficulty for us as writers and readers—lies with its linguistic complexity.  This complexity has a direct impact on our experience of a poem’s meaning and nuance (in many cases, multiple meanings and nuances.)  This complexity provides us poems that are rich and contrary.  

My purpose here is to consider how irony might serve our own poems as a way of deepening and complicating the reader’s emotional and aesthetic experiences.  We’ll look at some examples from Stuart Dischell, Frederick Seidel, Catullus, and Patrick Donnelley, and discuss the ways they’ve crafted their poems to harness their various ironies.  There’ll be a brief lecture geared toward establishing a common vocabulary for our real work:  discussing and dissecting these poems.  There’s no advanced reading; handouts will be provided.  
For further examples, you can review descriptions of faculty seminars from previous residencies.

REQUIRED ADVANCED READING: (e.g. short books or excerpts; if you’d like to assign excerpts, scan pages and attach a PDF with this proposal)
ANY SPECIAL EQUIPMENT? (e.g. projector and screen, chalkboard)

